GEOG 4210/5210
Video Questions

Video: Nowhere Fast!

Case Study: San Francisco

The video starts with a look at commuting in the San Francisco area, following a police officer as commutes in from the northern suburbs to his job downtown with the SFPD.

1. A San Francisco transportation expert talks about trying to figure out what drives traffic growth in that metro area. What factors did they look into, and what was the one thing that they found that correlates well with traffic change?

2. In recent years, how does growth in “lane miles” (highway construction) compare to growth in “vehicle miles” (traffic)? What does this “mismatch” mean for the average metro area commuter?

3. How are people and businesses (“the market”) responding to the existence of congestion in major metro areas?
Case Study: Cincinnati Suburbs

Interesting quote: “We moved out here to get away from it all, but it’s all following us”

1. The video continues with a drive-along conversation with Carol Bross-McMahon, a sales V.P. from the Cincinnati area. How is Carol an example of what is making traffic congestion so much worse in recent years?

2. According to the video, what does “suburban sprawl” look like?

3. Two alternatives often proposed to help limit traffic growth are public transit (bus, rail) and car pooling. What keeps these alternatives from being more widely used in America?
Case Study: Boston’s “Big Dig” and Congestion Alternatives
1. What is the “Big Dig”? What were the mistakes of the past that Boston was trying to correct with this project?

2. The expense of the “Big Dig” has people wondering if there is something other than massive highway building that can be done to relieve congestion.

a. One method used in some cities is “congestion pricing”. How does “congestion pricing” work?
b. What is a “HOT Lane”? Why do some people call them “Lexus Lanes”? What are “HOT Lanes” good for everyone?

Case Study: Long-Distance Commuting in the Houston Area
1. Why does Eagan O’Brian live 80 miles from where he works in Houston?
2. What is the Transtar system? Why is it making a difference to traffic flow in Houston? What other tools is Houston using to manage its traffic flows?
Case Study: Drivers Creating Solutions to Congestion
1. What is “FlexCar” all about? Why is it a solution to congestion? Would it work in D-FW?
2. What is the idea behind the “Shortcuts” concept in Los Angeles?

