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1. Clarity of Linkage to Your Research Foundations

/20

· Do you provide a good (but not necessarily lengthy) discussion of “where your problem comes from”?
· Concisely outline the rationale for your specific research problem, including some reference to the perspective/”school of thought” your research is based on
2. Is Your Problem Well Limited?




/20
· Is the question narrow enough to be workable?
· Does the problem statement define your research well enough so you can do research in the depth required to draw supportable conclusions?
3. Is Your Problem Unified?





/20

· Does your problem focus on one controlling idea from beginning to end?
· Do you avoid “double-headed” hypotheses?
4. Is Your Problem Stated Exactly?




/20

· Do you use terminology with precise meaning?
· Do you avoid vague or easily-misinterpreted terms?
5. Overall Clarity of the Question




/20

· Could a reader with a university education understand your overall direction?

· Have you addressed any potential for confusion?

Total Problem Statement Grade: 



 out of 100
